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Remarks 

Claims 1-87 are pending and stand rejected under 35 USC 103(a). Applicants 
have hereby amended claims 1,14, 25, 36, 43, 49, 60, 69, 78, and 84 and assert that all 
claims are now in condition for allowance as more specifically set forth below. 

103 Rejections 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-87 as being unpatentable over Ennis (US Pat 
5,867,483) in view of Tarns (US Pat 6,327,620) and further in view of Schaffer (US Pat 
6,219,050). Applicants hereby traverse these rejections. 

Each of the amended claims now recites that the traffic logs are also used to 
generate billing data for use of the network. As a representative example, amended claim 
1 recites, in part, generating billing data for network use at the second location using 
information from the stored traffic logs. Thus, in each of the claims, the traffic logs serve 
the dual purpose of providing information for generating histograms to show network 
activity as well as providing information for generating bills for use of the network. 
Support for these recitations can be found, for example, at page 4 where it states that 
traffic logs are passed up through network 100 and collected at NCC 10 and that traffic 
logs are used as the data source for customer billing and are also exploited by the present 
invention to provide insight into the health of the network. 

The cited references do not disclose traffic logs of individual packets being 
collected for the dual purpose of generating histograms of network activity and 
generating billing data for use of the network. As noted, Ennis and Tarns do not collect 
traffic logs for each individual packet and do not disclose that such traffic logs created for 
individual packets contain information that is used for generating billing data for use of 
the network. While Schaffer discloses collecting packet trace information, where the 
packet trace information maintains information about individual packets that can be 
graphed in a display, Schaffer does not disclose that such packet trace information also 
serves the purpose of providing information used to generate billing data for use of the 
network. Because the cited combination fails to disclose each of the elements of the 
claims, the claims are allowable over the cited combination for at least these reasons. 
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Conclusion 

Applicants assert that the application including claims 1-87 is now in condition 
for allowance. Applicants request reconsideration in view of the amendments and 
remarks above, and further requests that a Notice of Allowability be provided. Should 
the Examiner have any questions, please contact the undersigned. 

No fees beyond the fee for the request for continued examination are believed 
due. However, please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 50-3025. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: January 5, 2005 




leramie J. Keys 
Reg. No. 42,724 



Withers & Keys, LLC 
P.O. Box 71355 
Marietta, Ga 30007-1355 
(404) 849.2093 
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